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Two New Species of Rhytachne (Gramineae) from China 
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Abstract The genus RAytachne Desvaux is a newrecord to the Chinese flora. One of the writers 
proposes 2 new species, Rhytachne ligangensis B. S. Sun and Rh. anisonodis B. S. Sun, described 
both in Latin and English. 
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Rhytachne lijiangensis B. S. Sun sp. nov. 

Affinis R. latifoliae Clayt. sed foliis non collo brunneo inter laminam et vaginam ; foliorum laminis 
anguste lanceolatis 8— 20 cm longis, 8— 18 mm latis, planis; spiculis sessilibus 7~ 7.5 mm longis; internodis 
5—6 mm longis praeditis differt. 

Gramen perenne, rhizomate. Culmi erecti, usque ad 1.5 m alti, duri, multinodes, ramosi. Foliorum 
laminae lineari-lanceolatae, planae, 8— 20 cm longae, 8— 18 mm latae, chartaceae, tenues et fragiles, ligulae 
membranoceae, ca. 1 mm longae; vaginae pilis e tuberculis ortis instructae. Racemus validus, cylindricus, in 
apice culmi vel ramorum terminalis, ca. 10 cm longus, 3~ 4 mm diam.; internodis clavatis, 5— 6 mm longis 
. et 1.8 mm latis in medio, glabris. Spicula sessilis ovata, cum callo 7— 7.5 mm longa; gluma inferior ovata, 
coriacea, obtusa, ea superior cymbiformis mutica; anthoecium inferius masculum, 5— 5.5 mm longum, 
lemmata paleas paene aequantia, stamina 3, antherae 2— 2.5 mm longae; anthoecium superius 
hermaphroditum, ca. 4.8 mm longum. Spicula pedicellata reducta; pedicellus compressus, foliiformis, liber 
ex internodo. 

Herbs perennial, rhizomatose. Culms erect, up to 1.5 m tall, hard, multinodal, ramose. Leaf sheaths 
hairs tubercle- based; ligules membranous, c. 1 mm long; leaf blades flat, linear-lanceolate, 8— 20 cm long, 


0.8— 1.8 cm wide, chartaceous, thin and fragile, on both sides hairs tubercle-based. Raceme stout, 
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cylindric, terminal, c. 10 cm long, 3— 4 mm in diam; internode clavate, 5— 6 mm long, 1.8 mm wide, 
glabrous. Sessile spikelet ovate, 7— 7.5 mm long with callus; callus with a central peg; lower glume ovate, 
coriaceous, obtuse, flat on back, striate; upper glume cymbiform; lower floret masculine, 5— 5.5 mm long, 
lemmas nearly equalling palea, stamens 3, anthers 2— 2.5 mm long; upper floret hermaphrodite, c. 4.8 mm 
long. Pedicelled spikelet reduced. Pedicel compressed, foliiform, free from internodes. 

Northern Yunnan: Lijiang, Jinzhuangqu, road side, alt. 1 900 m, Jingsha River side, in thickets of 
sandy beach, Aug. 24, 1984, Yunnan Univ. Exped. 84916 (Type! YUKU). 
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Rhytachne anisonodis B. S. Sun, sp. nov. 

Affinis R. subgibbosae (Hack.) Clayt., sed foliorum laminis planis, 5— 11 cm longis, 5— 10 mm latis; 
glumis inferioribus sine rugis praeditis differt. 

Gramen perenne, rhizomate. Culmi erecti, usque ad 0.8 m alti, duri, multinodes, ramosi. Foliorum 
vaginae glabrae; ligulae membranaceae, ca. 0.8 mm longae; foliorum laminae planae, lineari-lanceolatae, 5 
^ l1 cm longae, 5— 10 mm latae, chartaceae, tenues et fragiles, glabrae vel parce pilis e tuberculis ortis 
obtectae. Racemus gracilis, cylindricus, in apice culmi vel ramorum terminalis, ca.10 cm longus, 1.5—2 mm 
diam.; internodis clavatis longitudine inaequalibus, vulgo 3— 9 mm longis, primis internodis usque ad 15 
mm longis. Spicula sessilis anguste ovata, cum callo 8— 9 mm longa; gluma inferior postice laevis, 
lanceolata, coriacea, acuta; superior mutica, cymbiformis; anthoecium inferius masculum,6— 7 mm longum, 
lemmata paleas aequantia, stamina 3, antherae 2—3 mm longae; anthoecium superius hermaphroditum, 6 
~7 mm longum. Spicula pedicellata valde reducta; pedicellus compressus, foliiformis, liber ex internodo. 

Herbs perennial, rhizomatose. Culms erect, up to 0.8 m tall, hard, multinodal, ramose. Leaf sheaths 
glabrous; ligules membranous, c. 0.8 mm long; leaf blades flat, linear-lanceolate, 5— 11 cm long, 5— 10 mm 
wide, glabrous or sparsely hairs tubercle- based. Raceme slender, cylindric, terminal, c. 10 cm long, 1.5— 2 
mm in diam; internodes clavate, unequal in length, usual 3—9 mm long, first internode up to 15 mm long. 
Sessile spikelet narrowly ovate, 8— 9 mm long with callus; lower glume smooth on back, lanceolate, 
coriaceous, acute; upper glume mutic, cymbiform. Lower floret masculine, 6— 7 mm long; lemmas equalling 
paleas, stamens 3, anthers 2— 3 mm long; upper floret fermaphrodite, 6— 7 mm long. Spikelet pedicelled 
strongly reduced; pedicels compressed, foliiform, free from internode. 

Southeastern Yunnan: Yanshan, Chengzi Shan, alt. 1600 m, road side and damp places, Aug. 11, 1983, 
Wenshan Exped. 83195 (Type! YUKU); Guangnan Xian, Zhulingongshe, alt. 1 400 m, Oct. 11, 1981, Song 
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